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This year MRPC had at least two teams competing in 
the Nationals.

What are team matches? The Nationals offer a total 
for four rifle matches; three in service rifle and one 
in the games.
How do members get a spot on a team? 1. Shoot a 
CMP legal service rifle. 2. Say you will go.

Hearst Doubles Team Match - this team competition 
consists of two shooters.

•	 Each shooter fires 10 shots from the standing 
position at 200 yards. This is pair firing (both 
shooters use the same target; shooter on the 
right shoots then shooter on the left shoots.)

•	 Each shooter then shoots rapid sitting at 200 
yards. This begins with the shooter in a standing 
position, when the target pops up the shooter 
sits down, shoots two shots, reloads and shoots 

eight more. You have 60 seconds to do this. 
The team member not shooting may coach the 
shooter  (position to  watch the hits and make 
sight adjustments.  )  When this is complete 
change positions and repeat.

•	 The teams move back to 300 yards for rapid 
prone. At this point the shooter makes an 
elevation change and may make a wind call 
change. This again begins with the shooter in 
a standing position, when the targets pop up 
drop into the prone position, shoot two shots, 
reload and shoot eight more. Again, the other 
team may coach during this time. You have 70 
seconds to complete this. When the time is up 
change place and the shooter is now the coach.

•	 The teams now moves to 600 yards for slow 
prone.	 At this point another elevation 
change will be necessary. The wind can make a 
huge difference. It’s necessary to put your heads 
together on this one to dial in windage. This is a 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As I am writing this the membership renewal 
window is closing, with 93% having renewed 
at this point almost everyone that is going 
to renew has already done so.  Typically 
we have an average of 5% attrition rate 
every year.  Also inevitably we’ll have a few 
members that won’t realize they didn’t send 
in their renewal until they show up and their 
badge doesn’t open the gate.  Hopefully this 
year will be different.

If you have received the renewal packet 
you’ve got the 2018 calendar of events for 
the club.  I’d like to high light a few changes.  
The biggest change is that we decided that 
with attendance steadily decreasing and the 
fact that it was a month before the Annual 
Meeting we aren’t going to have the club 
picnic this year.  I’d like to thank Jill and Greg 
Esz for planning the picnic for all these years 
and Dennis for setting up and running the 
air gun range.  Some new additions to the 
schedule are some training events for Basic 
Handgun being taught by Beth Grote the 
Secretary, which are designed to be a basic 
introduction to safely handling and shooting 
a handgun.  Also in support of the new JR 
High Power program started at MRPC we 
are having a Juniors only clinic on shooting 
High Power with an emphasis on CMP 
competition.  While we are talking about 
training and clinics the USPSA shooters are 
having an introductory clinic at the end of 
February.  There are a few other changes but 
as you can see the schedule at MRPC is very 
active.

Finally I’d like to talk about safety when 
it comes to target placement on any of 
the ranges at MRPC.  Most ranges have a 
designated board at a known distance where 
targets are hung.  As long as the targets 

are on the board the bullets shot straight 
at them go into the impact area or berm.  
However we do have the pistol pits and 
Multi-Purpose range where target stands 
can be move by the shooter.  When using 
these stands please remember the bullets 
will go straight through the target and hit 
what is behind it.  Specifically we have had 
the wall in BAY 1 of the Multi-Purpose range 
shot up twice.  I’d like to think this was due to 
some poor target placement where rounds 
were shot at an angle and hit the wall and 
they weren’t purposely shooting at the wall.  
Please always be aware of where your bullet 
is going to end up and it should be into the 
dirt berm not trees or walls.

As the temperatures warm up we’re all 
looking forward to soothing our cabin fever 
with a little gun smoke on the range.  

I hope to see you there.

Ben Laux

President, MRPC    
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NATIONAL TEAM TROPHY MATCH2017 NATIONAL COMPETITION AT CAMP PERRY

This match is hotly contested between the Army and the Marines.

Each team consist of six shooters, two pit pullers and may also 
have a captain and a coach. The pit pullers are in target pits for 
the entire match; they do not shoot. Each team must have a new 
shooter each year that has never competed in the team trophy 
match.

This year MRPC had 10 members wishing to shoot. Two more 
people were found  on-line which brought us to two six man 
teams. Pit pullers may be hired for this match. We hired three 
marines and one other for pit duty. Each was paid $150. Team 
match fees for a six man team is $100. This worked out to $67 per 
shooter.

Currently the CMP is working toward having electronic targets. 
Their goal is to have this completed by 2019 which would elevate 
the need for the pit pullers. This will mean no more pit du-
ties, matches are over soon, no slow target service, and no pit 
changes. This sounds great, however, there’s always two sides to 
everything. On the ready line or the firing line there is no time 
to talk to  fellow  shooters  . I have learned a great deal in the 
pits from many excellent shooters. Where else do you have the 
opportunity to spend a couple of hours with an Olympian, AMU 
members (Army Marksmanship  Unit), or a Marine Rifle Team 
member giving tips, advice, or technique. This will not hurt their 
scores and helping the rest of us be better shots is something 
they seem to  enjoy (as long as we listen more than we talk.)

The National Team Trophy Match is 10 shots standing in 10 
minutes for each shooter. It moves next to 10 shots sitting in 
60 seconds for each shooter. We then move to 300 yards for 10 
shots rapid prone in 70 seconds. It’s then on to 600 yards for 20 
shots slow prone for each shooter. The total of all six shooter will 
be the team score.

Coaching is allowed and encouraged. Last year the MRPC team 
used one of our best shooters for our coach/captain. We had a 
15year old competing in his first real match, and we sent an old 
man to the pits (me.) Did we win? No. That’s not actually the 
point.  Teamwork and encouraging new people and helping to 
learn the ropes is what team play is all about. If you think you’re 
not good enough for the Nationals and you might hurt the team 
score, fear not. We all have good days and bad days. Do your best 
and have fun and that’s all we can do. The fifteen year old had 
the time of his life...and...the old man survived.

Mark Dorger

Continued, Cover Page

true team effort. Each shooter fires 10 shots pair firing on the 
same target. Again, coaching and communication is a must 
during this phase of the competition.

This is a fun competition and it’s a short day (usually finished by 
one o’clock.) It’s a great opportunity for new competitors to pair 
up with someone with a little more experience. If you don’t have 
a partner you can be squadded with another solo shooter. I did 
this my first two years at the Nationals and it was a lot of fun and I 
met a lot of nice people. This year MRPC had a number of teams.

Mark Dorger





NATIONAL TROPHY INFANTRY TEAM MATCH (AKA RATTLE BATTLE)

This competition goes back to the days when Army squads 
used two BARs and four Springfield rifles between six men 
firing at eight targets with a total of 384 rounds.

Back in the 50s and 60s the DCM had BARs for civilian 
teams to use; those  days are long gone.	The AR-15 now 
rules. The targets are Army E silhouettes {40” tall 19 1/2” 
wide.)

Correct windage is very important. These teams consist of 
eight men; six shooters and a non-firing captain and coach.

At 600 yards you start in prone position. The targets pop 
up for 50 seconds. Shoot fast! All hits on the silhouette 
count for 4 points and misses are not marked.

Then entire line then marches abreast in a straight line to 
500 yards. Take positions fast for another 50 seconds of 
shooting, 3 points for hits. IF rounds are remaining it  is 
time for rapid sitting. The usual cadence for 200 rapids 
sitting just isn’t going to cut it for this.  We all marched 
to  200 for  rapid standing.  If  you ever tried rapid fire 
standing in a 50 second window you would understand 
why it’s best to get all shots off  at 500 and 600 in this 
competition.

After the 200 yard shots the entire team goes to the target 
pits to pull for the next relay and the day is done.

MRPC teams practiced for this match to get zeros for 
the magazine length rounds. We are very fortunate to 
have 500 and 600 yards ranges to use for practice. This 

is the first year that MRPC had teams competing this this 
competion. We tried two different approaches. Team 
1  - plan for this. Hit probabilities at 500 vs. 600; with 
the different shooters.  Who gets how many rounds, 
shooters covering 2 targets should be the best, fast, and 
so on. Team 2 - buy some good, hot 77 grain ammo; load 
the magazines; shoot like hell. Team 1 went to a clinic 
the Marines put on the night before the match.  More 
information we never thought of. Recalculate as only a 
bunch of engineers can. Comeup with a revised battle plan.

Show Time, Army and Marine units in uniform, marching 
with pennents out in front, teams from all over the country 
or the world. This is worth the trip just to see. How did we 
do ? Like all good battle plans it went stright to Hell with 
the first shot fired . The first team got a better score but 
wait till next year, we learned a lot and will use this in a 
new plan.

Mark Dorger



Vintage Sniper Rifle Team Match

This is the only team match in the CMP games, a relative new addi-
tion started in 2011 using equipment military snipers had prior to 
1952. Scopes and rifles allowed are listed on the CMP website.

The spirit of this match was to revive older rifles that may have 
been sitting in the safe. CMP game matches are about older 
firearms, marksmanship and enjoying a little competition.  A 
wide range of rifles and scopes, that fit the criteria, may be used 
without starting an “arms race”. Well that was the intent. Prices for 
approved older scopes soon jumped, aftermarket replica scopes 
appeared, (Note; still better to buy an original”.)

Two man teams fire from 300 and 600 yards using slings or sand-
bags but not both. One member is the spotter and the other is the 
shooter.  A sighting in period of 5 minutes for both members goes 
by much to fast. Tweaking these old, low power scopes with their 
coarse adjustments make the other member with a good spotting 
scope a must. 2 1/2 power is the most common with an 8 power 
Unertl mounted  to an 1903 Springfield one of the  top  picks. 
After the sighting in period targets go down into the pits. First 
shooter makes ready. Targets go up for 20 seconds then down for 
20 seconds, 10 times for score. When it comes up the spotter calls 
the location of the hit and adjustments,  fire the next shot because 
it’s going down after 20 seconds. 10 shots for record. 2 minutes to 
change positions, targets up 20 and down 20 for the other man’s 
10 shot score. Time to move back to the 600 yard line. 5 minute 
sighting in period and 10 for record from each team member. No 
alibis, no refires, no challenges and the clock doesn’t stop ticking.

Sounds simple, what could possible go wrong? Well if you’re going 
to shoot 30 06 rounds at 600 yards a stout load with heavy bullets 
fired from 8 pound, steel butt plated Springfield will be needed, 
right? Heavy recoil can take a toll on old things like optics, rifles 
and vintage shooters. Rifle V.P.  Joe and myself have teamed up 
each year for this match since 2011. The first year we both used my 

newly acquired 8X Unertl varmint scope that I hadn’t quite figured 
all the adjustments, like focus, parallax and which way to turn the 
unmarked knobs. Bang, were did that one hit, 2 O’clock 8 ring. 0 
K I’ll hold 8 O’clock 8 ring. We did the best we could and tied with 
Larry and Bill from the club, same score and X count. They were 
one place higher on the list because their last shot was of higher 
value than ours. This is call a Creedmoor, Larry and Bill gently 
reminded us of this for the next 52 weeks. The gauntlet had been 
thrown down and the contest was on.

Joe and I usually do pretty well in this match, most years we get a 
medal, silver or bronze with gold as the goal. It seems one or the 
other of us carries the team each year for one reason or the other. 
This year was no exception. Joe shoots a Springfield 03A3 with a 2 
1/2 X original scope, I still have the 1903 with the Unertl varmint 
scope. 300-yard sighting in 5 minutes went well. Joe scores 95-0X, 
I score 99- 2X. Back to 600, adjust for elevation, 5 minutes period 
starts and neither of us are on paper. Target doesn’t go down and 
no feedback. What? Readjust for elevation and Joe gets on paper 
and centers on the target. I only got 3 or 4 shots off sighting in due 
to the target pullers slow response.

Get on paper and may have adjusted for windage in the wrong 
direction, my last shot was not on the target. Times up, targets 
down. Joe’s scores a very respectable 92-4X. 2 minutes to change 
shooters, clocks ticking. Joe do we try to get my rifle on target 
or do I shoot your rifle? Make the call, shoot my rifle. OK swap 
rifles and for the first time in my life I look through a 2 1/2 power 
scope with a post, no cross hairs. Joe do you have 10 rounds left? 
No. Well guess I’ll shoot my rounds in your rifle. Targets up, bang, 
where did that one hit? Finished with a 82-0X. Team took a Bronze. 
It’s always something.

Mark Dorger
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2018 Membership Renewal Process

2018.01.06 Damage to Multi Purpose Bay 1
Damage to concrete wall by shooter not taking to account where their bullets are going after 

hitting the target.

2018.01.06 Damage to Multi Purpose Bay 1

2018 Bowling Pin Match 2018 Bowling Pin Match
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We'll help you find your 
 

no matter how you define it.
HOME ON THE RANGE

Gina Dubell-Smith 
(513) 477-1219 

rocket@comey.com

Every year in the fall the Board sends a survey out to the club’s 
membership. One question has always asked if there’s anything 
our members want to have more of, and resoundingly, this 
past fall it was training.  

Training is essential for shooting sports.  The aim of training 
is 2-fold for MRPC.  We offer basic training to help members 
become more skilled and safe with their guns and cause 
members to be aware of the various competitive discipline 
opportunities at the club.  We have many new members who 
aren’t familiar with guns in general and with all the disciplines 
in particular.  There are many questions to be answered 
regarding equipment and rules for each of these disciplines.  It 
can be intimidating to show up at a match and want to shoot 
not knowing the ropes.  Some people just shelf the idea of 
competing instead of putting themselves out there and miss 
all the fun!  Several disciplines at the club already do a great 
job with annual clinics and welcoming arms to interested 
parties.  MRPC is a shooting club having one of the highest 
developed programs for friendly competitive shooting you’ll 
find anywhere in the US.  To make all these more newbie-
friendly I’ve asked the Match Directors to organize some type 
of a short seminar before a few matches, a stand-alone clinic, 
match new shooters with a mentor, or to just make getting 

information more newbie-friendly for their disciplines. 

If you are interested in a particular shooting discipline you have 
several avenues of education available to you to get familiar 
with your interest(s).  1)  Show up before the match starts and 
volunteer to work.  2)  Contact the Match Director listed on the 
MRPC website and ask questions.  3)  Read your Primer Pops, 
email blasts, and club calendars to see when discipline-specific 
clinics are to be held. 

We also have in the works Handgun 1 and 2 classes, a MRPC 
range rules seminar, and a basic rifle class for those not wanting 
to compete but to increase their basic knowledge. These 
are family friendly, low cost, and all are welcome.  Already 
established are Junior programs in High Power and Small Bore 
rifle.

Plus, ladies, we want to increase your participation!  Look 
for Handgun 1 and 2 classes via email blast sign-ups.  The 
Wednesday a.m. Steel matches are a perfect, low key entrance 
to pistol shooting competition.  Drop the kids at school and 
come out to the club on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
9am and have some fun.  Check the club calendar for dates!

Beth Grote, Secretery

WE’RE STEPPING UP TRAINING AT MRPC 
IN 2018
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MRPC PHOTO GALLERY

2018 Bowling Pin Match 2018 Bowling Pin Match
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Camp Perry 2017
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Viale Shooting Line
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2018 Annual Meeting Door Prize (October)
S&W M&P 2.0

Rifle - NRA 80RD XC, Working the Pits
2017.09.03
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IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO PLAN…

Have you cleared your calendar for Saturday, October 
20th?  Why?  That’s the date of our 2018 annual 
club meeting.  This year it will again be held at the 
Receptions Banquet Center in Loveland.  Festivities 
start around noon, with many arriving a little earlier, 
and will wrap up mid-afternoon.  It’s a chance to get 

together with members you know, meet some others, 
have some fun, and all while seeing some of the inner 
workings of the club.  Doesn’t sound exciting enough 
for you yet?  How about a free banquet dinner, free 
appetizers and drinks, a free raffle ticket for door 
prizes, a cash bar for alcoholic beverages, a ‘split the 
pot’ raffle, and club shirts, hats, lanyards, decals, and 
other items for sale.  It’s your chance to voice your 
opinion and to exercise your right to vote for officers 
on your Board of Directors.  If you’re interested in 
helping to shape the club’s future, it’s also your chance 
to let others know you would like to be on the Board.  
We elect or re-elect three new officers every year.  

Did you catch the part where I mentioned door 
prizes?  For those of you who have never attended, 
we raffle off a table full of door prizes every year 
and you can only win in person.  Every attendee gets 

one free ticket upon entry and sign in.  Many of the 
prizes are donated by our Primer Pops advertisers and 
some by other club members.  The grand prize(s) is 
purchased from club funds allocated by your Board of 
Directors.  In 2017, the grand prize was a Ruger 1757 
GP100 revolver with speed loaders, loading board, 

and range bag. In 2016, we gave away two grand 
prizes, a Springfield .45cal Range Officer, and a Smith 
& Wesson M&P AR15.  This year, we will again give 
away two grand prizes.  The first will be a Smith & 
Wesson M&P 2.0, 9mm, 5” barrel, in FDE.  The second 
will be a CMP legal A4 upper, optic or carry handle 
ready, with complete bolt carrier and charging handle, 
competition barrel and railed gas block.  Both prizes 
will be quite suitable for competition.  

So what do you think?  We’re not asking you to do 
anything now, just remember the date (it’s also posted 
on the club calendars).  In early fall we will ask you to 
RSVP so we can get the room and food right.  We hope 
to see you there.  In the meantime, please support our 
Primer Pops advertisers. 

Micheal Bley, VP Range & Grounds





Just like in shooting...
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

TARGETED MARKETING

LASER FOCUS

A STEADY HAND &      
 PROVEN NEGOTIATOR. 

for our listings &

for your new home 
purchases.

(513) 477-1219 
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BAY 1, FULL, AUTO
‘Full auto, binary triggers, bump 
stocks, etc., are allowed ONLY in 
Bay 1 of the Multipurpose Range.  
Any firearm, stock or modified, 
that discharges more than a single 
round per single trigger pull shall be 
considered the same as full auto with 
regards to our club rules.’

MRPC ANNUAL MEETING, 
OCTOBER 2018
The two Grand Door Prizes will be a 
Smith & Wesson M&P 2.0, 9mm, 5” 
barrel, in FDE.  The second will be a CMP 
legal A4 upper, optic or carry handle 

NEWS & REMINDERS

Classifieds
Buy, Sell & Trade!

Can’t beat the rates, free for MR&PC members*
*(Ads remains posted for one  newsletter issue / contact Primer Pops Editor at editor@
miamiclub.org for items that have been sold or updates. Please type “Primer Pops Ad” 
in the Attention box of your email. Due date located on Back Cover.

By posting your Ad in the Primer Pops newsletter you agree to it’s rules, 
regulations and policies, which is located in the MRPC website.

ready, with complete bolt carrier and 
charging handle, competition barrel 
and railed gas block. 
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RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB

Be sure to check out the Photo Gallery at our club website!
http://www.miamirifle-pistol.org

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE ‘Full auto, binary triggers, bump stocks, etc., are 
allowed ONLY in Bay 1 of the Multipurpose Range.  
Any firearm, stock or modified, that discharges 
more than a single round per single trigger pull shall 
be considered the same as full auto with regards to 
our club rules.’

The deadline for ads, articles, letters 
and photos is:

April 11th, 2018
Any ads, articles, letters or photos turned in after the 

date above will be scheduled to appear on a latter issue. 
Send via email (editor@miamirifle-pistol.org) type “ads, 

articles, letters or photos” in the Attention line (see editor’s 
address, page 2). Provide contact information.


