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Disclaimer: The articles published in the Primer Pops are for the  information and entertainment of the members of the Miami 
Rifle & Pistol Club. These articles do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the club members, board of directors or the editorial 
staff. The Miami Rifle & Pistol Club does not endorse any specific political party or candidate. Any comments, complaints, kudos, 
or questions may be directed to the newsletter editor, (Glenn Miñano) at editor@miamiclub.org or to the current Club President.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

We need a few good members to volunteer.  
This year there will be the usual 3 board 
positions along with a one year term position 
that will finish out Richard Courtney’s final 
year.  Currently John Smith was asked by the 
board to continue on as VP Pistol when Mr. 
Courtney resigned and that appointment 
only lasts until we have another election at 
the annual meeting.  If you care about the 
club and willing to continue working to make 
it a first class shooting club, please consider 
running for the board.  The meetings are 
held the first Wednesday of the month 
and last about 2 hours depending on what 
business the club needs to handle.  You 
don’t have to run for a specific position as 
the nine members of the new board elect 
the President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer and the other positions are filled 
by appointment.  Even if you don’t wish to 
run at least show up to the annual meeting 
to cast your vote.  If you don’t bother to vote 
you shouldn’t complain.  I hope to see a lot 
of engaged members at this year’s annual 
meeting.

Oh speaking of the annual meeting, an 
added bonus is some of the great door 
prizes to be given away.  The biggest are 
a S&W MP 2.0 and a custom-built service 
rifle upper with a Krieger barrel.  Along with 
these there will be some smaller prizes as 
well.  The menu will be similar to last year 
with some meat and cheese tray appetizers 
followed by chicken and roast beef.  Also I 
have it on good authority that our Secretary 
Beth Grote will be making sure we have 
some dessert this year as well.  So the annual 
meeting promises to have some good food 
and fellowship with other members of the 
club.  I look forward to seeing you all there.
Finally I want to share with you some of the 
kind words and feedback I’ve heard about 
our club and the matches we have from 
some fellow shooters up at the National 
Matches up at Camp Perry.  I didn’t solicit 
these comments the shooters recognized 
me from the club and other matches and 
made a point to come over to tell me how 
much they enjoy shooting at MRPC.  It makes 
me very proud of our club and the work we 
all put into making it a premier club when 
people make those kinds of comments.  
Thanks to all our match directors and 
volunteers that put on the matches, the 
shooters do appreciate all your hard work.  

Be safe and see you on the range.

Ben Laux

President, MRPC    

Ben Laux
President
president@miamirifle-pistol.org

Dale Rossmann
Vice-President
vice_president@miamirifle-pistol.org

Beth Grote
Secretary
secretary@miamirifle-pistol.org

Michael Bley
Vice-President Range & Grounds
vp_range_grounds@miamirifle-pistol.org

John Grote
Vice-President Property
vp_property@miamirifle-pistol.org

John Herdering
Treasurer
treasurer@miamirifle-pistol.org

Joe Beeker
Vice-President Rifle
vp_rifle@miamirifle-pistol.org

John Smith
Vice-President Pistol
vp_pistol@miamirifle-pistol.org

Jeff Timmins
Vice-President Membership
vp_membership@miamirifle-pistol.org



NEWS AND REMINDERS HANDLOADING

New Board Members – Is This You?

It’s that time of year to consider new Board members to 
be voted for at the next Annual Meeting in October 2018.  
This is a member led club, for the members of MRPC.

If you’re interested in the overall affairs of this great club 
and would like to be considered to run for the Board at 
the next Annual Meeting please contact one of the current 
Board Members for more information.

Board member qualifications are described in the Club 
Constitution found in the Club Documents tab under 
Membership Page tab on this website.  Article IV. B) “Any 
member of The Organization is eligible to become a Direc-
tor providing they are a member in good standing and 
have two (2) years of continuous membership prior to their 
election and/or appointment.”

New Applications for Membership is Offline 
while Membership Management System 
(MMS) is being implemented

The ability to register for membership application is cur-
rently unavailable and is estimated be available in Septem-
ber.  This is due to to implementing the new  MMS, Mem-
bership Management System.  An update will be posted 
once the MMS is online and new membership applications 
can be received.  At this time and until the MMS is online 
there is not a method to apply for new membership.

Nov-Jan Newsletter Reminder

Normally, the November to January newsletter would 
arrive  sometime in November, but since November is the 
time when the Newly Elected Board Members are assigned 
their new posistions for the next 3 years, the newsletter will 
be arriving late in the mail. The last issue of the year must 
contain the listing of the new board members and their new 
positions in the club.

Fr. Dale Peterka

Did you ever wonder why?

You arrive at the range, the ground is littered with cartridge 
cases, but you never see any shiny ones. The cases on the 
ground are the same cases week after week. And they are 
found only at the pistol range and the MP range. The other 
firing points are all clean. How come?

Mostly, the cases you are walking on are the ones that 
can’t be salvaged: steel cases, rimfire cases, military cases. 
The hulls that have some value –rifle and pistol-- have 
been picked up and taken home for reloading.

There are two kinds of shooters who reload ammo. Some 
have automated reloading machines that perform all the 
operations at once, spitting out 15-20 new cartridges every 
minute. Cases, powder and primers are poured in one end; 
freshly loaded ammo comes out the other!

For the rest of us, reloading cartridges means performing 
each step over and over again using the humble “C” press. 
One new cartridge every minute or two. We spend an 
evening in the basement reloading for every visit to the 
range.

Reloading can be boring if you let it, but with a little effort 
and planning, it can be an enjoyable part of the sport. 
Producing a hundred shiny new cartridges can be a chore, 
or it can be an accomplishment.

How Much Does It Cost?

A basic reloading “C” press starts on the rich side of 
fifty dollars. You will want a bench-mounted rig. Those 
handheld presses and kitchen table “loaders” are much 
slower to use. --Load one box of ammo and you’ll be ready 
to pitch the whole thing in the trash –or sell it to your 
brother-in-law.

You can find used presses on eBay and Gunbroker 
occasionally, but you’ll pay extra for packing and shipping. 
Better to buy from your local dealer, who probably has a 
variety of presses in stock, and may be willing to give you a 
discount if you buy all your new equipment at his shop.

Shell holders come in different sizes. Make sure the shell 
holder fits both the press and your cartridge.

Dies are dies. Find yourself a used set –or borrow a set in 
Continue, page 5
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HANDLOADING
your caliber and use them for a while. Same for your first 
powder scale. Borrow one. You can always move up to a 
better one after you learn the ins-and-outs of the craft. The 
best scales are hi-tech battery-powered digital items that 
have to be kept in the gun safe with your Luger collection!

If you end up with an old fashioned balance-beam scale, 
make sure you get one that is dampered. With oil or 
copper damping, the pointer stops swinging when it 
reaches the correct reading. Just like your bathroom scale. 
No waiting. 

Your new reloading press will be equipped with a priming 
arm. The arm holds each new primer in position for 
pressing into the base of the cartridge. You hold the arm in 
position with one hand and lift the press handle with the 
other to seat the primer in the case.

Don’t do it! Using the stock primer arm requires exertion 
by your lower back muscles and your bent spine. You’ll 
be sore the rest of the day! The optional attachment for 
your press –for a few dollars more-- allows you to prime 
cases by depressing the lever instead of lifting it. Case and 
primer are still fed one at a time, but your chiropractor will 
thank you!

Lee makes a handheld priming tool that allows you to 
prime cases in your Lazy Boy while watching the Bengals, if 
you are inclined to do that sort of thing.

Buy a thousand primers. There are two reasons for this. 
First, you may need them. And, second, you may need 
them. You will need that many eventually, and you don’t 
want to run out the night before the big match.

Buy a case tumbler. They’re a bit pricy, but there is no 
substitute for clean cartridge cases. You will be delighted 
with the results and will look forward to using it.

Buy an inertia puller for removing bullets from cases 
without damaging them. You won’t need one til you need 
one.

You’ll need two funnels. A small one for pouring powder 
into the cartridge cases; a large one for pouring the unused 
powder back into the can at the end of the session.

Two “C” clamps for mounting the press to the bench or 
table. Another for mounting the small funnel to the edge 
of the table. –You don’t want to pick it up and hold it in 
place each time you use it.

Some empty containers for loose brass and bullets. A 
loading block to hold the new reloads as they accumulate. 
A few cartridge boxes. And you’re ready!

Oh, and a reloading manual. So you know what to do!

Why Handload?

The secret of handloading is not the savings. If you are now 
spending twenty-five dollars a month for factory ammo, it 
will take many months before you begin to save money by 
loading your own cartridges.

The secret of handloading is this: you will be able to do 
more shooting for the same cost if you load your own. 
Factory .45 ACP cartridges are about fifty cents apiece. 
Handloads are about fifteen cents. Cast your own slugs, 
and you’re down to about a dime a shot! Those who reload 
can spend more time at the range than those who don’t, if 
they both bring $25 worth of ammo. 

The Reloading Bench

If you are single, you can set up and reload cartridges at 
home on the dining room table. Clamp the press to the 
tabletop, unpack your supplies and get busy! Pack up when 
you’re finished, and no harm done.

If there is someone in your family who insists that the 
dining room table is reserved for more important uses –
wrapping Christmas presents, doing homework, etc.—then 
it may be time to look for a corner of the basement where 
the work can be done.

The reloading bench should be solid. Anchor it to the wall. 
And level: stuff will continually be rolling away if it isn’t 
level.

For good lighting, a pair of desk lamps is okay. Spotlights 
or floods clamped overhead on the rafters are better. 
Fluorescent lights are more permanent, but require more 
effort. Go for the spotlights. They take five minutes to 
install; you can upgrade later.

A cabinet of 2x4-inch plastic drawers –two or three 
cabinets would be better—allow you to store cases and 
supplies neatly. Of course, it’s cheaper to store your stuff 
in milk cartons or plastic bottles with the tops cut off, but 
they take up lots more table space.

Label everything: each drawer, each container. There’s less 
chance of losing a tool or a die if they are all in their own 
places. With everything in drawers, none of the work space 
is taken up for storage.

Continue, page 7





HANDLOADING
Include a label inside each box of reloads. Record date 
reloaded, powder charge, bullet, overall length, primer and 
case. At the range, add the date used. Maybe even some 
comments about accuracy, reliability, etc.

Store your powder and primers in the original containers. 
Resist the temptation to pour all your primers into a 
drawer for easier access. They say one primer can set off 
the whole bunch if you drop the drawer!

The danger of mixing powders is much reduced if you 
keep each kind in its own well-labeled container. If you 
accidentally pour some Bullseye in with your Herco, it’ll 
take a week to separate the small grains from the larger 
ones. --Just kidding! The only remedy for accidentally 
mixing powders is to throw the whole batch away!

It’s in the Book

Reloading is not difficult or complicated, but beginners do 
need a basic introduction. Reloading manuals give you a 
selection of bullets and charges for each caliber, plus there 
is always a chapter in the book on how to get started. 

Using A Case Tumbler

If you are reloading brass that is dusty or covered with 
chamber soot, your first step will be to clean your cases. 
If you don’t clean them, they will be scratched during 
resizing. The dirt will probably scratch the inside of the 
sizing die too.

If you are just starting, you can clean your brass by wiping 
each one with a cloth. Wipe fifty cases, and you’ll be 
tired. Wipe a hundred cases, and you’ll be thinking that 
there must be an easier way! If you’re still not convinced 
that you need a case tumbler, maybe this will help: you 
should clean all the cases again after sizing to remove the 
lubricant. Each case has to be wiped twice!  

When using the tumbler, mix a dab of brass polish in with 
the walnut shells or corn cob medium. The dust and dirt 
will stick to the medium and the cases will come out of the 
tumbler clean and shiny.

Before priming your cases, inspect each one for debris 
caught in the flash hole. Sometimes a bit of shell or 
corncob will be left after cleaning.
                                                                                                         
Is It Dangerous?

With a little care and attention, you can reload thousands 
of cartridges over many years without accidental fire or 

explosion. Don’t smoke near the reloading bench. Vacuum 
your work area often. Store primers and powder in their 
proper containers. And pay attention to what you are 
doing!

I was trying out a new revolver last year – a Bisley single 
action .45 – using a light bullet and powder charge, when 
I encountered a double-charged cartridge. Ten grains of 
powder instead of five. The report and the recoil was twice 
the usual amount! The cartridge case jammed back against 
the gun’s recoil plate, and stuck in the chamber. I could not 
rotate the cylinder to unload remaining rounds. I finally 
had to disassemble the gun to get the empty case out of its 
chamber.
  Somehow I had put twice the amount of powder in 
that load! How? I do not know, but one of the hazards in 
reloading is that smokeless powders sometimes do not 
fill the case completely. It’s possible, especially in pistol 
cartridges, to put in twice the desired amount of powder 
without overflowing the case. If you develop a routine for 
case charging, it is not likely to happen.

Don’t allow any distractions during the powder phase of 
your reloading! Any interruption –a sneeze, a phone call, 
a dropped case – can occasion a double charge. In the .45 
Bisley last year, I was lucky. The gun held together. But I’ve 
been extra careful reloading ever since!

As an extra guarantee of safety, some reloaders charge all 
the cases as a separate step, placing the charged cases in 
a loading block. After all the cases have powder, they can 
all be inspected and compared. Any cases with too much 
powder will be obvious.

It’s Supposed To Be Fun   

Handloading takes on a new dimension if you try a variety 
of loads. The manual will suggest both cast and jacketed 
slugs in various weights, as well as suggesting maximum 
and minimum charges with a variety of powders. You can 
work up a load that performs best for you. Start with the 
minimum suggested powder charge and work your way up 
gradually. One of these combinations will probably shoot 
more accurately for you than the others. 

The other variable in the search for accuracy is cartridge 
overall length (OAL). Try loading batches of cartridges with 
the same bullets seated to a variety of  depths and try 
each batch at the range for accuracy. The experts say that 
the bullet should be seated as far out as possible without 
touching the lands or barrel grooves for best accuracy. 
Seated too far out, the bullet will stick in the lands when 
the cartridge is chambered, and may be forced back 
slightly into the cartridge case. Each round could end up 
with a slightly different length! Not the best for accuracy!

Continue, page 19



MRPC PHOTO GALLERY

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

 Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20



MRPC PHOTO GALLERY

Rifle Match, 600 yard line
2018.05.20

2700 Pistol Match
2018.05.20

2700 Pistol Match
2018.05.20

2700 Pistol Match
2018.05.20

2700 Pistol Match
2018.05.20

2700 Pistol Match
2018.05.20



We'll help you find your 
 

no matter how you define it.
HOME ON THE RANGE

Gina Dubell-Smith 
(513) 477-1219 

rocket@comey.com

MRPC PHOTO GALLERY

Olivia Rademacher, Camp Perry, Member of John Grote’s Youth Rifle Program
2018

Olivia Rademacher, Camp Perry, Member of John Grote’s Youth Rifle Program
2018
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Just like in shooting...
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

TARGETED MARKETING

LASER FOCUS

A STEADY HAND &      
 PROVEN NEGOTIATOR. 

for our listings &

for your new home 
purchases.

(513) 477-1219 
HANDLOADING
Reloading for a revolver, check your manual for the maxi-
mum overall length for the cartridge you are using. If the 
cartridges are too long, the noses of the bullets will hang out 
the front of the cylinder and jam against the rear of the bar-
rel. The cylinder will not rotate! The same thing can happen 
if the bullets are pulled out of the case slightly during recoil. 
Revolver bullets must be crimped firmly in their cases.

If you are loading for a self-loading rifle or pistol, use the 
recommended overall length for your cartridges. If you ex-

periment with longer or shorter dimensions for accuracy, you 
may have feeding problems.

Find the combination of bullet, powder charge, and cartridge 
length for best accuracy in each of your guns. This project will 
definitely increase your enjoyment of shooting and reload-
ing, as your idle plinking will be transformed into shooting 
with a purpose.

And when you have achieved the best accuracy, it’s time to 
sign up for a match and show off your work!  
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Be sure to check out the Photo Gallery at our club website!
http://www.miamirifle-pistol.org

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE You’re Invited!

Club Annual Meeting
October 20th, 2018

Recpetions in Loveland
10681 Loveland - Madeira Road

The deadline for ads, articles, letters 
and photos is:

Nov 7th, 2018
Any ads, articles, letters or photos turned in after the 

date above will be scheduled to appear on a latter issue. 
Send via email (editor@miamirifle-pistol.org) type “ads, 

articles, letters or photos” in the Attention line (see editor’s 
address, page 2). Provide contact information.


